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scanty support for the flocks of the Bed-
ouins. To the west of the Nile is the great
Libyan Desert, a sandy plain which is nearly
level, but has in a few places depressed areas,
whose surface is below the level of the sea.
Most of these depressions are watered from
subterranean sources or by canals leading to
them from the Nile, and they constitute the
oases of the desert; some of them are very
fertile, and all are under the government of
Egypt. See illustration with article pyramid.
Climate, Egypt is a land of clear skies
and dry atmosphere. On the Mediterranean
coast about 8 inches of rain falls during the
year, while at Cairo the rainfall never ex-
ceeds 1J inches, but at the extreme south
there is a considerable rainfall. Less than
one-fifth of the days are cloudy. Lower
Egypt has a more even temperature than the
desert region, removed from the influence
of the sea. At Alexandria the temperature
seldom reaches freezing point, but in the
hot season, during the period of khamsin,
it may reach as high as 110 ° or 115 °. During
the fall and winter the prevailing winds are
from the north and northwest, while in the
spring and summer they are from the south.
April and May are characterized by the
khamsin, which produces a high temperature
and fills the air with sand (see khamsin).
The inhabitants divide the year into three
seasons: the period extending from Novem-
ber to March; the summer, from March to
June, and the period of overflow of the Nile,
from July to November.
Mineral Resources, The most important
minerals are building stone, consisting of
granite, porphyry, limestone and sandstone.
Of these the granite found near Syene, from
which it was named syenite, is the most dur-
able and has been known for the longest
time. It was from these quarries that most
of the rock for the great pyramids and for
many of the ancient temples was obtained.
The other stones are also valuable building
stones and are now used to a considerable
extent. Because of the drifting sands, many
deposits of minerals are undoubtedly cov-
ered. Engineers who have examined the
country report that possibly gold mining can
be made profitable along the beds of certain
dry streams and in other localities, though
there has been no attempt at working the
deposits.
Industries. Agriculture is the chief in-
dustry of the country and affords employ-
 ment to more than two-thirds of the people
who have a fixed occupation. The most im-
portant food plants are the date palni, wheat,
rice, millet, vegetables and sugar cane. Be-
sides these, various tropical and semi-trop-
ical fruits are raised. Agriculture depends
entirely upon irrigation and can be practiced
only where water is obtainable. Because of
this, the valley of the Nile is the only hab-
itable portion of the country. The Delta
region is provided with irrigation through-
out the year, and here three crops can be
grown. Of these, wheat and other cereals
are raised between November and May; cot-
ton and sugar cane mature between March
and November, and maize and vegetables
during a number of months of the year. The
soil is exceedingly fertile, and notwithstand-
ing the primitive methods of cultivation, ex-
cellent crops are obtained. Uncle- English
direction the rich soil yields nearly a bale
of cotton on each acre, whereas in the United
States nearly three acres are required to grow
one bale. Since the construction of the bar-
rage across the Nile at Cairo to raise the
water in the river, a much larger area of the
lower land is subject to irrigation, while the
construction of the great dam at Assuan
regulates the supply of water for the year.
Most of the land is rented by those who
work it.
Manufactures. There are few factories in
the country. A number of sugar refineries
are prospering, and a few cotton mills exist.
Although Egypt is famoiis for the enormous
quantities of cigarettes it manufactures)
there is no tobacco grown in the country.
There is much land .suitable to the growth
of a poor quality of the "weed," but its cul-
tivation is prohibited, that there may be
large revenue from its importation and to
provide against the use of inferior tobacco
in the factories. There is considerable textile
manufacturing, largely o£ goods to be sold
to tourists.
Transportation. The Nile is navigable
for small steamers as far as the first cataract,
which is just north of the southern boundary.
The country contains 1,600 miles of railway,
which is owned and operated by the govern-
ment, and about 800 miles of so-called agri-
cultural roads, operated by private corpo-
rations. These roads connect the agricultural
regions with the main lines of railway and
provide transportation for the produce of
the country. The northern division of the

